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Event 
information

Webinar: 75 minutes

Event will be recorded

Audience is muted – please introduce 
yourself and add questions & 
comments to chat/Q&A

Event will take place in English



Rachel Jewkes
SVRI Co-founder & South African 

Medical Research Council

Wendell Westley

Australian Volunteers Program

Moderator: 

Manuela Balliet Ahogo
Together for Girls

Elizabeth Dartnall
Sexual Violence Research Initiative

Melissa Alvarado
On behalf of the Forum 2026 Co-hosting Collective: 

Southeast Asia GBV Prevention Platform and UN Joint 

Programme on GBV Prevention in Southeast Asia by UN 
Women & UNFPA

Guest speakers       Panel discussion

Tu-Anh Hoang  
Center for Creative Initiatives in 

Health and Population

Jaslin Kalsi 
Minderoo Foundation

Kartika Dimar Setio 
University of Indonesia



SVRI Forum: More than a 
conference, a global 
community
Rachel Jewkes,  SVRI Co-Founder and Leadership Council 
Member

2 October 2025

SVRI Forum 2026
5 – 9 October 2026

Centara Grand Hotel & 
Convention Centre,
Bangkok, Thailand



www.svri.org

Sexual Violence Research Initiative



• 1 in 3 women experience physical or sexual violence in her 
lifetime.

• Every day, 137 women are killed by a family member.
• $1.5 trillion lost annually – equal to Australia, Spain 

and Indonesia’s combined economies.
• <0.2% of aid goes to prevention (even less to research).

The mismatch
• An epidemic of violence vs. crumbs of investment.

SVRI’s response
• Founded in 2003 to bridge research gaps and address 

inequities in research.
• Centring low- and middle-income country leadership.
• Building a global community of evidence and equity.
• Created the SVRI Forum - world’s largest feminist, trauma-

informed space for VAW & VAC research.

Why SVRI & why the Forum?



Largest abstract driven event in VAW and VAC fields.
Opportunity to learn, share and connect on research and 
practice innovations.

The SVRI Forum runs over 5 days:

1 day of Conference Workshops
• 23 workshops in 2026 through open call

3 days Conferencing
• Abstract driven panels (integrating both practice 

and research presentations):
• Individual / project abstracts
• Topical full panel abstracts
• Plenary sessions
• Dialogic panels
• Four-minute presentations
• Digital poster sessions

1 day of Participant Driven Events (also woven 
throughout the week)

Exhibition area where networking happens available 
through the abstract driven conferencing days.
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How we convene
The Forum is intentionally designed to turn colleagues into collaborators, and collaborators into friends.

• Co-created agendas: Forum themes and sessions are shaped by the field, ensuring 
global priorities drive the programme.

• Language justice: Multilingual spaces (EN, ES, FR) with feminist, trauma-informed 
interpreters - funding dependent but vital for equity.

• Participant centred formats: Dialogic panels, workshops, posters, and networking 
spaces designed for active exchange.

• Cross-sector inclusion: Researchers, practitioners, policymakers, funders, activists, and 
survivors engage on equal footing.

• Trauma-informed design: Brave Room, counselling, wellness, and presenter guidance 
ensure safety and care for all participants.

• Joy and culture: Wellness, art, cinema, and celebrations create the trust and resilience 
needed to sustain the movement.

• Equity: Speaker diversity, bursaries, YPP, visa justice, and disability inclusion put fairness 
into practice across the Forum.



“Thank you for making the forum possible for so 
many. You are a Global Public Good!!” 

- SVRI Forum 2022 delegate

"What an incredible, nourishing experience- despite 
the long-haul travel. I am back at work invigorated, 
inspired and very motivated. Thank you so much for 
this experience for myself and my colleagues.” 

- SVRI Forum 2022 delegate

“It is the only conference that I have been to that 
brings together researchers and practitioners in a 
collaborative way... Amazing work!” 

- SVRI Forum 2022 delegate

“I loved the representation of diverse women, the 
range of research presented, and how the 
conference centred survivors. The conference was 
incredibly powerful overall.” 

- SVRI Forum 2019 delegate

“I love. love. love the SVRI Forum! It’s my favourite 
conference of all times. Thank you.” 

- SVRI Forum 2019 delegate

“What I liked most about SVRI Forum 2017 was the 
chance to learn about new research and programs 
happening around the world and connect to the 
global GBV community. It was amazing.” 

- SVRI Forum 2017 Delegate 

“By far the best part of the SVRI Forum is connecting with 
colleagues, researchers and practitioners around the 
world. This is the only Forum in the world for doing so.”     

- SVRI Forum 2015 participant

“The ability to share examples/successes/pilots from 
South to South is what excited me the most. There was 
an openness to share, assemble on the sidelines for 
impromptu research exchanges.” 

– SVRI Forum 2024 participant

What delegates say



The Forum’s role: 
From gaps to solutions

The stakes
• Missing prevalence data, esp. LMICs
• Underrepresented groups (children with disabilities, 

Indigenous youth, youth)
• Humanitarian settings underexplored
• Emerging issues: TFGBV, AI, climate & GBV

The value
• The one global space where gaps are debated & prioritised
• Shared agendas guide research & possible funding

The impact: Real solutions shared at the Forum

• Rwanda - Community activism reduces IPV

• Brazil & Uganda - Digital platforms improve survivor access

• Peru & Turkey - Education policy shifts reduce violence

• Bangladesh - Cash transfers & empowerment reduce family 
violence

j

The invitation: Your role

By joining Forum 2026, you help identify & 
shape the next set of gaps & solutions.



The road to Thailand:
Centara Grand & Bangkok Convention Centre, 
5 – 9 October 2026 
g

Forum 2026 Themes

• Understanding root causes, risk & protective 
factors

• Strengthening prevention strategies

• Strengthening response services

• The role of technology in perpetuating & 
preventing violence

• Strengthening the science: Research methods, 
scaling, practice-based knowledge

• Using research for advocacy & policy change

• Building a healthy evidence ecosystem

Ways to participate

• Register to attend (and join one of 23 workshops)

• Submit abstracts - single (individual/team project) 
or full panel (linked abstracts on one topic)

• Abstracts close: 30 January 2026.

• Host a participant-driven event

• Host an exhibition stand

• Sponsor the Forum - support a young 
researcher/practitioner from LMICs

• Bring your colleagues! (Networks grow stronger 
together)

https://www.svriforum2026.org/



Abstracts submission guide

• SVRI Forum 2026 welcomes abstracts 
across the conference themes from 
research, programmes and practice-
based learning.

• SVRI Forum uses Oxford Abstracts, an 
easy-to-use system to upload and edit 
your individual or full panel abstracts.

• Abstracts accepted in English, Spanish 
and French.

• Abstracts are blind reviewed by at least 
two reviewers.

Abstract 
submissions now 

open

Abstract 
submissions 

close:

30 January 2026

Abstract status 
notification:

May/June 2026

Programme 
available online:
September 2026



Other Important Dates
Exhibition stands
• Applications now open – limited 

stands available
• Includes one conference 

registration

Participant driven events
• Bookings now open – limited 

space available
• Quotation form available online

Registration
• Early registration now open until
  28 February 2026
• Standard registration opens:           
  1 March – 1 September 2024
• Discounted rates for LMICs based 

delegates
• Registration includes:

o Access to all sessions, exhibitions / opening 
event

o Networking events & gala dinner
o Teas / lunches
o Conference materials and programme
o Wifi and access to the event app Whova



Join us
Website: https://www.svriforum2026.org

Email: forums@svri.org 

https://www.svriforum2026.org/
mailto:forums@svri.org


Panel Discussion

Tu-Anh Hoang  
Center for Creative Initiatives in 

Health and Population

Kartika Dimar Setio 
University of Indonesia

Jaslin Kalsi 
Minderoo Foundation

Moderator: 

Manuela Balliet Ahogo
Together for Girls
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